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SAINT FRANCIS ANNOUNCES AFFILIATION WITH 
CLEVELAND CLINIC FOR CARDIOVASCULAR SERVICES

Heart Care at Saint Francis Medical Center Keeps Getting Better
CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo. — Saint Francis Medical Center announced today that it is affiliating with Cleveland Clinic’s Sydell and Arnold Miller Family Heart and Vascular Institute to offer patients in the region access to even better cardiac care. With this affiliation, Saint Francis’ Heart Hospital will have access to the best practices that have helped Cleveland Clinic’s heart program achieve U.S. News and World Report’s No. 1 ranking for 19 consecutive years.

“With this affiliation, Saint Francis’ already exceptional cardiac care is taken to the next level,” says Steven C. Bjelich, FACHE-D, President and Chief Executive Officer at Saint Francis. “With our selection as Missouri’s only hospital with this affiliation, we have the opportunity to collaborate with Cleveland Clinic – strengthening all elements of cardiovascular medicine and cardiovascular surgery at Saint Francis.”
Cleveland Clinic will work closely with Saint Francis physicians, collaborating on dealing with complex medical situations and using the newest technologies and innovations. It will also share research, processes and protocols related to all cardiac sub-specialties.

“We are excited about this new relationship with Saint Francis,” says Bruce Lytle, MD, chairman of the Cleveland Clinic Miller Family Heart and Vascular Institute. “Saint Francis has a fine cardiac program, and we are delighted that its team of talented caregivers is joining us in an exclusive local affiliation.”
Through this affiliation, patients in the region will be offered cardiac care on par with the best in the country. 

“Helping our patients get better is our No. 1 goal at Saint Francis, says Edward M. Bender, MD, FACS, cardiothoracic surgeon at Saint Francis. “Improving patient outcomes is our goal through this partnership. Joining together allows us to provide patients with the latest heart treatments available – close to home. Helping to improve the overall heart health of our community.” 

With 50 private patient rooms, Saint Francis’ nationally recognized Heart Hospital provides a full range of cardiac care by a highly skilled team of cardiologists and cardiothoracic surgeons. Staff members provide a full suite of cardiovascular care with advanced diagnostics, leading-edge cardiac interventions and surgeries, risk assessments and rehabilitation. 
To learn more about Saint Francis’ affiliation with Cleveland Clinic or to schedule an appointment with one of our cardiac specialists, call 573-331-3996.

Saint Francis is a 282-bed facility serving more than 650,000 people throughout Missouri, Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee and Arkansas. Guided by our mission to provide a ministry of healing and wellness inspired by our Christian philosophy and values, we have become a progressive, innovative regional tertiary care referral center. Our major service lines, which have received national recognition, include the Neurosciences Institute; Saint Francis Orthopedic Institute; Family BirthPlace, featuring the region’s first Level III Neonatal Intensive Care Unit; Heart Hospital; Saint Francis Emergency and Trauma Center with Convenient Care; Cancer Institute; and Fitness Plus. In 2011, Saint Francis opened its 208,000-square-foot combined Heart Hospital Cancer Institute, where patients have access to advanced treatments and technology – under one convenient roof. Saint Francis is proud to be ranked on Modern Healthcare magazine’s prestigious Best Places to Work in Healthcare list for six years in row (2008-2013).
About Cleveland Clinic

Cleveland Clinic is a nonprofit multispecialty academic medical center that integrates clinical and hospital care with research and education. Located in Cleveland, Ohio, it was founded in 1921 by four renowned physicians with a vision of providing outstanding patient care based upon the principles of cooperation, compassion and innovation. Cleveland Clinic has pioneered many medical breakthroughs, including coronary artery bypass surgery and the first face transplant in the United States. U.S.News & World Report consistently names Cleveland Clinic as one of the nation’s best hospitals in its annual “America’s Best Hospitals” survey. More than 3,000 full-time salaried physicians and researchers and 11,000 nurses represent 120 medical specialties and subspecialties. The Cleveland Clinic health system includes a main campus near downtown Cleveland, more than 75 Northern Ohio outpatient locations, including 16 full-service Family Health Centers, Cleveland Clinic Florida, the Lou Ruvo Center for Brain Health in Las Vegas, Cleveland Clinic Canada, and, currently under construction, Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi. In 2012, there were 5.1 million outpatient visits throughout the Cleveland Clinic health system and 157,000 hospital admissions. Patients came for treatment from every state and from more than 130 countries. Visit us at www.clevelandclinic.org.  Follow us at www.twitter.com/ClevelandClinic. 

# # #

-MORE-


